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Genealogy, the study of  one’s family from generation to generation, can be very
rewarding. This guide will help lay the groundwork for solid results.

WHERE TO BEGIN?

What do you want to learn?
How many generations do you want to trace?
Which side of  the family are you wanting to research, paternal (father’s side),
maternal (mother’s side), or both?
Who will you include in your research: biological only, siblings, and/or
step/foster/adopted relatives?

Information to gather:
Begin with yourself: full name, birth date, marriage, divorce, locations, etc. 
Following this same basic process to learn more about your parents, grandparents,
and continue to work backwards from generation to generation.
Document findings using a family group sheet.  A sample is listed below: 
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https://www.ngsgenealogy.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Family_Group_Sheet_NGS_Final.pdf


Talk to relatives:birthplace, names of parents and siblings, where they lived,
churches attended, burial locations, marriages, occupations, military service, public
service, schools attended, etc.
Collect family documents: birth/marriage/death certificates, photos, letters, family
Bibles, etc.

BUILDING A FAMILY TREE

Decide the format to build a family tree:
Paper tree: Fill out a pedigree chart to begin to organize what is known about your
ancestors. 
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Computer Software: RootsMagic ($ - cost) or Family Tree Maker ($) are excellent
computer software programs to use. 
Online websites: Use Ancestry($), FamilySearch (free), or MyHeritage ($), to build a
family tree. Each of  these websites will provide hints for further research. 
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https://www.ngsgenealogy.org/wp-content/uploads/Free-Charts-Templates/NGS-Basic-Pedigree-Ancestor-Chart_NGS_Final.pdf
https://rootsmagic.com/
https://www.mackiev.com/ftm/
https://www.ancestry.com/
https://www.familysearch.org/
https://www.myheritage.com/


Helpful Tips

When building a family tree, store your data in multiple locations. If  a traumatic
event were to occur, you have other ways to access your research.
Use a pencil when researching.
Do not abbreviate names and places.
Enter surnames in CAPS; enter the last name first. Example: DOE, John William
Document women’s birth/maiden surname not her married name. 
Log all surname spelling variations. Example: here are a few variations of  Smith,
Smyth, Smythe, Schmidt, Schmid, Smitty, Smits, Smithson, and Smithman.

CREATING A RESEARCH LOG

Creating a Research Log is one of  the best ways to stay organized and avoid
duplicating research.  Even if  you have an hour to research or an entire afternoon, a log
will help determine your next steps.

A basic Research Log documents:
What you’re looking for
Where you searched
When you searched
What you found (including negative results)

Basic template for a Research Log:
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From the example above, the main columns of a Research Log include:
1.  Date – When was the research done?
2.  Person/Family – Who was researched?
3.  Research Goal/Question – What specific question was researched? 

Examples: What was the birthdate of  John Smith?
                              When did Sarah Carter immigrate to the United States? 
   4.  Source/Repository – Where was the research done?
            Examples: website, library, archive
   5.  Search Terms/Details – What details were entered for the search?
   6.  Results/Findings – What information, positive or negative, was found?
   7.  Notes/Next Steps – What are the next steps to consider for future research?

INTRODUCTION TO VITAL RECORDS

Vital records are essential in documenting ancestors. 

Basic vital records can provide additional information on an ancestor: 
Birth records – can confirm birth date, place, and parents
Marriage records – can confirm spouse, date, place, and often parents
Divorce records – can confirm spouse, date, and place
Death records – can confirm birth date, death date, place, cause, and informant,
funeral home, and cemetery

When researching vital records, two questions need to be considered:
         Where did the event (birth, marriage, death, etc.) happen?
         When did the event happen?

Determine the city, county, and state for which you are looking for information. Based
on the period, determine who holds which collections.

In the state of  Kentucky, the Kentucky Department of  Library and Archives, the
Kentucky Office of  Vital Statistics, the County Court Clerk office, and the County
Circuit Clerk office primarily house vital records. 
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Records available through the Kentucky Department of Libraries and Archives
(KDLA):

Henderson County, Kentucky Birth Records – 1852-1859, 1874-1876, 1878, 1903-
1904, 1907

           Order Birth Record ($)
Henderson County, Kentucky Marriage Records – 1810-2003

           Order Marriage Record ($)
Henderson County, Kentucky Civil/Divorce Records – 1799-1899

           Order Divorce Record ($)
Henderson County, Kentucky Death Records – 1852-1859, 1874-1878, 1903-1904,
1911-1966

           Order Death Record ($)

Records available through the Kentucky Office of Vital Statistics:
Kentucky Birth Records – beginning January 1911

           Application for a Certified Copy of  a Kentucky Birth Certificate ($)
Kentucky Marriage Records – since June 1958

           Application for a Certified Copy of  a Kentucky Marriage/Divorce Certificate ($)
Kentucky Death Records – since 1911

           Application for a Certified Copy of  a Kentucky Death Certificate ($)
           Applicant must describe their relationship to the individual whose certificate is 
           being requested.

Records available through Henderson County Clerk ($):
Marriage Records

Records available through Henderson County Circuit Clerk ($):
Divorce Records

Records available at the Henderson County Public Library:
Henderson County, Kentucky Birth Records – to 1969
Henderson County, Kentucky Death Certificates – to 1967
Henderson County, Kentucky Death Records – to 1969
Microfilm Collection:

Henderson County, Kentucky Marriage Books – 1808-1995
Henderson County, Kentucky Licenses and Returns and Marriage Bonds –
1864-1900
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https://secure.kentucky.gov/KDLA/Default.aspx
https://secure.kentucky.gov/KDLA/Default.aspx
https://secure.kentucky.gov/KDLA/Default.aspx
https://secure.kentucky.gov/KDLA/Default.aspx
https://www.chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dehp/vsb/Forms/VS37BirthApp.pdf
https://www.chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dehp/vsb/Forms/VS230MARRIAGEDIVORCEAPP.pdf
https://www.chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dehp/vsb/Forms/VS31DeathApp.pdf


CENSUS RECORDS

Information gleaned from the US Federal census records provides a perfect snapshot
of  where an ancestor lived and their connection to family members. From one census to
the next, one would notice migration patterns of  their ancestors.

Federal census records are accessible from 1790 to 1950. Due to a 72-year privacy
rule, the 1960 census will be available in 2032.

Please remember that:
The 1890 census was mostly destroyed in a fire in 1921.
Due to a 72-year privacy rule, the 1960 census data will be released in 2032.
The questions on each census will vary slightly.

           Examples:
In the 1900 census, there were questions about birth month/year, years
married, and number of  children.
In the 1910 census, there were questions about military service, and what
language was spoken.
In the 1930 census, questions included did the household own a radio and
the age at the first marriage.

Common information that is located in census records include:
Names
Ages and birthplaces
Occupation
Residence
Marital status
Immigration and naturalization info
Relationships within a household

Websites where census records are accessible include:
Free websites:

FamilySearch.org
National Archives
Library of Congress
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https://www.familysearch.org/
https://www.archives.gov/research/census
https://www.loc.gov/


Ancestry.com Henderson County Public Library (In House)
Heritage Quest (access from home through your HCPL library card)

Subscription-based websites ($):
Ancestry.com
MyHeritage

Examples of what types of questions were asked during each census:

U.S. Census Headings 1790-1860
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https://www.ancestry.com/
https://www.myheritage.com/
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U.S. Census Headings 1940
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U.S. Census Headings 1870-1930
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U.S. Census Headings 1940 (continued)
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U.S. Census Headings 1950
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U.S. Census Headings 1950 (continued)
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ONLINE RESOURCES

Cemetery Websites

Billion Graves

City of  Henderson Cemeteries (includes Fairmont, Fernwood, Mount Zion Missionary
Historic, and Spring Garden Historic Cemeteries)

Find A Grave

Henderson Obit Index (1952-present)

Interment.net [includes Roselawn Memorial, Saint Louis (up to 2016), Gibson Family
(Corydon, Kentucky), and Sandefur (Geneva, Kentucky) Cemeteries]

St. Louis Cemetery (up to 2020)

Veteran Nationwide Gravesite Locator

Charts and Forms

Ancestry

Cyndi’s List

Family Search

Family Tree Magazine 
     Create a free account to access free resources.

National Archives
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https://billiongraves.com/
https://www.hendersonky.gov/204/Cemetery
https://www.findagrave.com/
https://o.hcpl.org/obituaries/
https://www.interment.net/us/ky/henderson.htm
https://holynameparish.net/saint-louis-cemetery
https://gravelocator.cem.va.gov/ngl/#iframe-content
https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/Free-Charts-and-Forms?language=en_US
https://www.cyndislist.com/charts/general/
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Genealogy_Research_Forms
https://familytreemagazine.com/
https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy/charts-forms


National Genealogical Society 
     Create a free account to access free resources.
     Pedigree and Family Group Sheets can completed on the computer and 
     saved digitally.

Kentucky Department of Library and Archives Research Guides

County (Local) Records

County Records Inventory

Kentucky Birth and Death Records

Kentucky Census Records

Kentucky Divorce Records

Kentucky Marriage Records

Kentucky Probate Records

Research Websites

FamilySearch Research Wiki

History of  County Formations in Kentucky

Map of  US
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https://www.ngsgenealogy.org/free-resources/charts/
https://kdla.ky.gov/Archives-and-Reference/Documents/Handout-LocalCountyRecords.pdf
https://kdla.ky.gov/Archives-and-Reference/Documents/County%20Records.pdf
https://kdla.ky.gov/Archives-and-Reference/Documents/Handout-BirthandDeathRecords.pdf
https://kdla.ky.gov/Archives-and-Reference/Documents/Handout-KentuckyCensusRecords.pdf
https://kdla.ky.gov/Archives-and-Reference/Documents/Handout-DivorceRecords.pdf
https://kdla.ky.gov/Archives-and-Reference/Documents/Handout-MarriageRecords.pdf
https://kdla.ky.gov/Archives-and-Reference/Documents/Handout-ProbateRecords.pdf
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Main_Page
https://homepages.rootsweb.com/~george/countyformations/kentuckyformationmaps.html
https://www.mapofus.org/kentucky/


LIBRARY RESOURCES

Cemetery

Neighbors, Joy. The Family Tree Cemetery Field Guide. Penguin, 2017.

Genealogy Basics

Berry, Kenyata D. The Family Tree Toolkit. Simon and Schuster, 2018.

Combs-Bennett, Shannon. Genealogy Basics In 30 Minutes. In 30 Minutes Guides, 
2021.

Croom, Emily. The Genealogist’s Companion & Sourcebook. Betterway Books, 1994.

Dunn, Michael. A Beginner’s Guide to Online Genealogy. Simon and Schuster, 2014.

Elder, Diana, and Nicole Dyer. Research Like a Pro. Family Locket Books, 2018.

Family Tree Editors. The Family Tree Sourcebook. Penguin, 2010.

Foster, Robin R. My Best Genealogy Tips. Global Publishing Solutions, LLC, 2021.

Harris, Maurine. Ancestry’s Concise Genealogical Dictionary. Ancestry Publishing,
1989.

Sperry, Kip. Abbreviations & Acronyms. Ancestry Publishing, 2003.

Smith, Drew.Generation by Generation: A Modern Approach to the Basics of
Genealogy.Genealogical Publishing Company, 2023.

---. Organize Your Genealogy. Penguin, 2016.
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https://hcpl.na3.iiivega.com/search/card?id=8d4d86a2-db03-59e4-aa39-d5a4e85ed439&entityType=FormatGroup
https://hcpl.na3.iiivega.com/search/card?id=52ef57ca-1b7d-5366-ad03-dd38e48cb8a9&entityType=FormatGroup
https://hcpl.na3.iiivega.com/search/card?id=15d7586b-16dd-534e-a073-437645bb436c&entityType=FormatGroup
https://hcpl.na3.iiivega.com/search/card?id=15d7586b-16dd-534e-a073-437645bb436c&entityType=FormatGroup
https://hcpl.na3.iiivega.com/search/card?id=15d7586b-16dd-534e-a073-437645bb436c&entityType=FormatGroup
https://hcpl.na3.iiivega.com/search/card?id=04bb0f28-803e-5e3b-bf89-81538a0ab672&entityType=FormatGroup
https://hcpl.na3.iiivega.com/search/card?id=cfb83aa3-fc9c-5f17-888a-93652ea27927&entityType=FormatGroup
https://hcpl.na3.iiivega.com/search/card?id=2fadea45-25f9-51f3-9375-a3b5962268ea&entityType=FormatGroup
https://hcpl.na3.iiivega.com/search/card?id=d93ac28e-7c36-5fe7-80a6-ed77d34c1508&entityType=FormatGroup
https://hcpl.na3.iiivega.com/search/card?id=834c548f-642f-5767-a142-af438da058c9&entityType=FormatGroup
https://hcpl.na3.iiivega.com/search/card?id=e048ab55-f44c-5b60-8444-84bb59740e5d&entityType=FormatGroup
https://hcpl.na3.iiivega.com/search/card?id=e048ab55-f44c-5b60-8444-84bb59740e5d&entityType=FormatGroup
https://hcpl.na3.iiivega.com/search/card?id=cb95c199-54e0-5f64-a9b7-84d91731711b&entityType=FormatGroup
https://hcpl.na3.iiivega.com/search/card?id=6dfbceaa-6a07-5dcd-baab-b76d04452639&entityType=FormatGroup
https://hcpl.na3.iiivega.com/search/card?id=6dfbceaa-6a07-5dcd-baab-b76d04452639&entityType=FormatGroup
https://hcpl.na3.iiivega.com/search/card?id=1293fed6-8b31-5053-85f2-444dad2a7e42&entityType=FormatGroup


Society, Kentucky Genealogical. Kentucky & Its Kin:  An in Depth Guide to
Genealogical Resources, 2023.

---. Essential Guide to Researching Your Kentucky Family History. 2023.

Szucs, Loretto Dennis, and Sandra Hargreaves Luebking. The Source. Ancestry
Publishing, 2006.

Vital Records

Jolly, Emma. A Guide to Tracing Your Family History Using the Census. Pen and Sword
Family History, 2020.

Kemp, Thomas Jay. International Vital Records Handbook. 7th Edition. Genealogical
Publishing Company, 2017. 

Rose, Christine. Courthouse Research for Family Historians. CR Publications, 2004.

Szucs, Loretto Dennis, and Matthew Wright. Finding Answers in U.S. Census Records.
Ancestry Publishing, 2001.

Thorndale, William, and William Dollarhide. Map Guide to the U.S. Federal Censuses,
1790-1920. Genealogical Publishing Com, 1987.
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https://hcpl.na3.iiivega.com/search/card?id=c2562ada-d366-57d6-a4cd-f968218f1ce6&entityType=FormatGroup
https://hcpl.na3.iiivega.com/search/card?id=c2562ada-d366-57d6-a4cd-f968218f1ce6&entityType=FormatGroup
https://hcpl.na3.iiivega.com/search/card?id=c2562ada-d366-57d6-a4cd-f968218f1ce6&entityType=FormatGroup
https://hcpl.na3.iiivega.com/search/card?id=c2562ada-d366-57d6-a4cd-f968218f1ce6&entityType=FormatGroup
https://hcpl.na3.iiivega.com/search/card?id=c2562ada-d366-57d6-a4cd-f968218f1ce6&entityType=FormatGroup
https://hcpl.na3.iiivega.com/search/card?id=829a6924-f392-50e3-9c13-df664ff2addc&entityType=FormatGroup
https://hcpl.na3.iiivega.com/search/card?id=e58ef4c0-c3bd-5247-9f1c-be9f3aa90e77&entityType=FormatGroup
https://hcpl.na3.iiivega.com/search/card?id=e58ef4c0-c3bd-5247-9f1c-be9f3aa90e77&entityType=FormatGroup
https://hcpl.na3.iiivega.com/search/card?id=9dea0534-69fa-5496-9da6-caaed8a91aab&entityType=FormatGroup
https://hcpl.na3.iiivega.com/search/card?id=9dea0534-69fa-5496-9da6-caaed8a91aab&entityType=FormatGroup
https://hcpl.na3.iiivega.com/search/card?id=51130f85-010a-52d3-835b-20e8d80d9eaf&entityType=FormatGroup
https://hcpl.na3.iiivega.com/search/card?id=51130f85-010a-52d3-835b-20e8d80d9eaf&entityType=FormatGroup
https://hcpl.na3.iiivega.com/search/card?id=0728faa1-926c-59ed-bcb0-ecd6c2cf96e0&entityType=FormatGroup
https://hcpl.na3.iiivega.com/search/card?id=372ebde9-7bc1-5f93-9b06-33c9c694a033&entityType=FormatGroup
https://hcpl.na3.iiivega.com/search/card?id=372ebde9-7bc1-5f93-9b06-33c9c694a033&entityType=FormatGroup
https://hcpl.na3.iiivega.com/search/card?id=767291db-36cd-5ece-bc52-f3cfbee43681&entityType=FormatGroup
https://hcpl.na3.iiivega.com/search/card?id=767291db-36cd-5ece-bc52-f3cfbee43681&entityType=FormatGroup
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