GENEALOGY 101

BUILDING THE FOUNDATION
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GENEALOGY AND LOCAL HISTORY DEPARTMENT

. HENDERSON PUBLIC LIBRARY

101 S MAIN STREET HENDERSON, KY 42420
210-826-3712 EXT. 214



Genealogy, the study of one’s family from generation to generation, can be very
rewarding. This guide will help lay the groundwork for solid results.

WHERE TO BEGIN?

What do you want to learn?
- How many generations do you want to trace?
- Which side of the family are you wanting to research, paternal (father’s side),
maternal (mother’s side), or both?
- Who will you include in your research: biological only, siblings, and/or
step/foster/adopted relatives?

Information to gather:
- Begin with yourself: full name, birth date, marriage, divorce, locations, etc.
. Following this same basic process to learn more about your parents, grandparents,
and continue to work backwards from generation to generation.
- Document findings using a family group sheet. A sample is listed below:
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https://www.ngsgenealogy.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Family_Group_Sheet_NGS_Final.pdf

. Talk to relatives:birthplace, names of parents and siblings, where they lived,
churches attended, burial locations, marriages, occupations, military service, public
service, schools attended, etc.

. Collect family documents: birth/marriage/death certificates, photos, letters, family
Bibles, etc.

BUILDING A FAMILY TREE

Decide the format to build a family tree:
. Paper tree: Fill out a pedigree chart to begin to organize what is known about your
ancestors.

NATIONAL Four Generation Pedigree Chart
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. Computer Software: RootsMagic ($ - cost) or Family Tree Maker ($) are excellent
computer software programs to use.

. Online websites: Use Ancestry($), FamilySearch (free), or MyHeritage ($), to build a
family tree. Each of these websites will provide hints for further research.



https://www.ngsgenealogy.org/wp-content/uploads/Free-Charts-Templates/NGS-Basic-Pedigree-Ancestor-Chart_NGS_Final.pdf
https://rootsmagic.com/
https://www.mackiev.com/ftm/
https://www.ancestry.com/
https://www.familysearch.org/
https://www.myheritage.com/

» — -

Helpful Tips

When building a family tree, store your data in multiple locations. If a traumatic
event were to occur, you have other ways to access your research.
Use a pencil when researching.

Do not abbreviate names and places.

Enter surnames in CAPS; enter the last name first. Example: DOE, John William
Document women’s birth/maiden surname not her married name.

Log all surname spelling variations. Example: here are a few variations of Smith, :
Smyth, Smythe, Schmidt, Schmid, Smitty, Smits, Smithson, and Smithman. :

R

CREATING A RESEARCH LOG

Creating a Research Log is one of the best ways to stay organized and avoid

duplicating research. Even if you have an hour to research or an entire afternoon, a log :
will help determine your next steps. !

A basic Research Log documents:
- What you're looking for
- Where you searched
« When you searched
- What you found (including negative results)

Basic template for a Research Log: P

: Research ; Search o Notes/MNext ~
Person/Family GoallQuestion Source/Repository Terms/Details Results/Findings Steps

. . . N — Check the
John Smith Find birth Ancestry.com (vital John Smith”, Found 1852 NY

record records) b ~1850,NY |  bithindex | 10> corU®

Confirm the
Sarah Carter immigration

date

y i Try

Ellis Island “Sarah Carter”, ;
Passenger List 18001900 | 'O matchfound | FamilySearch
immigration




From the example above, the main columns of a Research Log include:
1. Date — When was the research done?
. Person/Family — Who was researched?
. Research Goal/Question — What specific question was researched?
Examples: What was the birthdate of John Smith?
When did Sarah Carter immigrate to the United States?
. Source/Repository — Where was the research done?
Examples: website, library, archive
. Search Terms/Details — What details were entered for the search?
. Results/Findings — What information, positive or negative, was found?
. Notes/Next Steps — What are the next steps to consider for future research?

INTRODUCTION TO VITAL RECORDS

Vital records are essential in documenting ancestors.

Basic vital records can provide additional information on an ancestor:
. Birth records — can confirm birth date, place, and parents
- Marriage records — can confirm spouse, date, place, and often parents
. Divorce records — can confirm spouse, date, and place
- Death records — can confirm birth date, death date, place, cause, and informant,
funeral home, and cemetery

When researching vital records, two questions need to be considered:
Where did the event (birth, marriage, death, etc.) happen?
When did the event happen?

Determine the city, county, and state for which you are looking for information. Based
on the period, determine who holds which collections.

In the state of Kentucky, the Kentucky Department of Library and Archives, the
Kentucky Office of Vital Statistics, the County Court Clerk office, and the County
Circuit Clerk office primarily house vital records.




Records available through the Kentucky Department of Libraries and Archives
(KDLA):
- Henderson County, Kentucky Birth Records — 1852-1859, 1874-1876, 1878, 1903-
1904, 1907
Order Birth Record ($)
- Henderson County, Kentucky Marriage Records — 1810-2003
Order Marriage Record ($)
- Henderson County, Kentucky Civil/Divorce Records — 1799-1899
Order Divorce Record ($).
. Henderson County, Kentucky Death Records — 1852-1859, 1874-1878, 1903-1904,
1911-1966

Order Death Record ($)

Records available through the Kentucky Office of Vital Statistics:
. Kentucky Birth Records — beginning January 1911
Application for a Certified Copy of a Kentucky Birth Certificate ($)
. Kentucky Marriage Records — since June 1958
Application for a Certified Copy of a Kentucky Marriage/Divorce Certificate ($)
. Kentucky Death Records — since 1911
Application for a Certified Copy of a Kentucky Death Certificate ($)
Applicant must describe their relationship to the individual whose certificate is
being requested.

‘ll Records available through Henderson County Clerk ($):
- Marriage Records

Records available through Henderson County Circuit Clerk ($):
. Divorce Records

Records available at the Henderson County Public Library:
- Henderson County, Kentucky Birth Records — to 1969
- Henderson County, Kentucky Death Certificates — to 1967
. Henderson County, Kentucky Death Records — to 1969
- Microfilm Collection:
o Henderson County, Kentucky Marriage Books — 1808-1995
o Henderson County, Kentucky Licenses and Returns and Marriage Bonds —
1864-1900



https://secure.kentucky.gov/KDLA/Default.aspx
https://secure.kentucky.gov/KDLA/Default.aspx
https://secure.kentucky.gov/KDLA/Default.aspx
https://secure.kentucky.gov/KDLA/Default.aspx
https://www.chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dehp/vsb/Forms/VS37BirthApp.pdf
https://www.chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dehp/vsb/Forms/VS230MARRIAGEDIVORCEAPP.pdf
https://www.chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dehp/vsb/Forms/VS31DeathApp.pdf

CENSUS RECORDS

Information gleaned from the US Federal census records provides a perfect snapshot
of where an ancestor lived and their connection to family members. From one census to
the next, one would notice migration patterns of their ancestors.

Federal census records are accessible from 1790 to 1950. Due to a 72-year privacy
rule, the 1960 census will be available in 2032.

Please remember that:
- The 1890 census was mostly destroyed in a fire in 1921.
- Due to a 72-year privacy rule, the 1960 census data will be released in 2032.
- The questions on each census will vary slightly.
Examples:
= In the 1900 census, there were questions about birth month/year, years
married, and number of children.
- In the 1910 census, there were questions about military service, and what §
language was spoken.
= In the 1930 census, questions included did the household own a radio and §
the age at the first marriage.

Common information that is located in census records include:
- Names
Ages and birthplaces
Occupation
Residence
Marital status
Immigration and naturalization info
Relationships within a household

Websites where census records are accessible include:
- Free websites:
o FamilySearch.org
o National Archives
o Library of Congress



https://www.familysearch.org/
https://www.archives.gov/research/census
https://www.loc.gov/

o Ancestry.com Henderson County Public Library (In House)
o Heritage Quest (access from home through your HCPL library card)

. Subscription-based websites ($):
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1830-1840

o Ancestry.com
o MyHeritage

U.S. Census Headings 1790-1860
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https://www.ancestry.com/
https://www.myheritage.com/

Census Headings 1870-1930
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U.S. Census Headings 1940

S ENUMERATION DISTRICT NO SHEET NO.

COUNTY SUPERVISOR™S DISTREICT NO.
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LOCAT- PERSONAL = EITL
ON HOUSEHOLD DATA NAME RELATION DESCRIPTION EDUCATION PLACE OF BIRTH ZSE?IP RESIDENCE. APRIL 1, 1935
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U.S. Census Headings 1940 (continued)

PERSONS 14 YEARS OLD AND OVER - EMPLOYMENT STATUS
[:‘::kk:‘r! OCCUPATION, INDUSTRY, AND CLASS OF WORKER :T_FO“NE] "‘;“'dq_'m
; : ? For a person at work, assigned o public emergency work, or with 2 job (*Yes™ 2 months ending
Ii'rm.[hcr ﬂ“m:l.?' For persors answering Wt prrvme l_w “"ﬁm imcol 21, 22, or 24, cnter present occupation, industry, and class of worker. Dec. 31, 1939.)

assigned to public o™ to questions pronr syl W e Far a person secking work (~Yes™ in col. 23 (a) if be has previows work
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Bor 3
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Micic reagher
3 29

Did this person receive
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U.S. Census Headings 1950

la. State &, Holel, Large Hooming House, Instilution, Maitary I = 3 Date Shest Started

o
O 3 =
b. County Namea Mame { FamﬁySearch 3. Enumerator's Signature
jc. Incorporated Place or Township | Type Type . Ghecked by

5 o 1950 U.S. Federal Census | ...

LineMos. %o inclusive  |Line Nos [} , inclusive

FOR HEAD Of HOUSEHOLD FOR ALL PERSONS
. HAME RELATIOMNSHIP | RACE SEX |How old was |Is he now  [Whal State (or loreign If foraign bom -
I No in What is the name of the head of this heuseheld? Enter redationship of | White (W) heonhis maried, country) was ha bom in?
Is this [lemd- What are the names ol & cther persons whe live here? | Person to head o [Mearo (Neg) a5t birthday? widowed, 1% he )
house : the heusehold, as: |American Mala divorced, |l bom oulside Conlinenlal  |naturalized?
ona  [lsthis Head Indian f“"jJ {M) |ifunderone lseparated, | United States, antar name
farm {or |POuSS Wila ;‘C;nﬁ:::?clhia}m ear of #38,  lor pevar ;ﬂ Territory. possessicn. of |(Yes, Mo, o AP
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Other relatives Loder -epell out Des ) from Canada-other

more Other persons, such i lodgers, roormers, maids o Lod“ 5 2,
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Hired hand T LEAVE|
[Last rme first) Patent, #lc, BLANK ELANK]

7 | 2] A | B

Liat in this erder:
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lLine Mumber

FOR PERSONS 14 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER
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parson doing ) YesinRem 18- |a f josming for wark [Yes in flam 17), dsscrbs last job of business
mist of last Did this persan Was this Even theugh he 3. For all ather parsons, leave blank

ek - working, |do any work at person looking | didn't work How many r -
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U.S. Census Headings 1950 (continued)

THE QUESTIONS BELOW ARE FOR PERSONS LISTED ON SAMPLE LINES
FOR ALL AGES
If Mo in What is the Did he |Has he attended
item 21 - If No in item 23-  |highest grade [finish  |school at any time
Washe |Washe |Washe What county and State was he living VWhat country were his o <o) that [this since February 1st?
living i liiving on [lving in in a year ago? SR AT ok bom 102 (5 e grade?  |(For those under 30
this same |afarma  |this same attended? fraars O:q age check
es or No

:2:?:;,? R A ;:::ggz? County 5 _ (Enter US or name of LE;;F_OS; For those 30 years

{If county unknown, enter name of | Stale or foreign country Territary, possession, codes belaw) old or over, check 30

place or nearest place) g o fareign country) or over.}

21 23 | 24b 26 28
| 3 Yes

Sample Line

Mo
30

or nearest placa: P

County : Ves
: [
3

or nearest place P

THE QUESTIONS BELOW ARE FOR PERSONS LISTED ON SAMPLE LINES
FOR PERSCONS 14 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER

If looking for {Last year, in : 3 ) If this person is a family hear (see definilion below) - If male -
wark (Yesin |how :wny lngome:rie by i peron o1 1340 lnu:omp: recened by n?.s relall[ws in this nousenoln: [Ask each question)
tem 17) - |weeks did Last year (1949), Lastyear, how  |Lastyear, howmuch  |Lastyear (1949),  Last year, how [Last year, how much | Did he ever servein the
How many inis person do [how much money | much money did he| money did he receive | how much money  mush money did his|money did his relatives |J-S- Amed Forces during-
weeks a8 | any work at all, |did he eam earn working in his |from interest, dividends, |did his relatives  relatives inthis  |in this household T
he been not counting working as an own business, fualaran's allowancas, in this household househald earn in  |receive from interest,
Ir‘;:tlur.:ﬁm'? work around  |employee for professional |pensions, rents, or other |earn working for own business, \dividends, veteran's

3 the house? wages or salary?  practice, or farm? |income (aside from wages or salary?  professional allowance, pansions,
|earnings )7 practices, or farm? |rents, or other income.

| | Any other
World [World | time,
War War | including
{1 | present
LEAVE | | sarvice
BLAME |

LEAVE BLANK

[ Mumiber (Mumber of (Emes armaunt (Enter net [(Amount belore {Met incame) {aside from eamings)
of wenks) woeks in 1948) before deductions income) | deductions for
fior tames, elc ) | tanes, stc.) | |
29 30 | 3a | 3¢ | 3za | G [2%a|3| 2
[ None [] Nene | [ Nane [ mMane | DYEE:DYES;DY%
g s Na [[CIma |CIN
[Wveeks) | | o fJIED o | Ote

e E - 5 Es o Cves| DYES:DYE@
{Weeks) Weeks) | | Oa | D Mo | D Na

34, To enumerator; IFworked last year (1 or more weeks in item 30): 35a. What kind of work did this person 35b. What kind of business or indusiry 35¢. Class cfwnrker
I5 there any entry in items 20a, 200, and 20c7 da in his last job? did he work in? | {P. G, O, or NP,
[ Yes - Skip to item 36 as in item 20c)
[0 Mo - Make eniries in items 35a, 35k, and 35¢ |

36. |f ever married (Mar, Wd, D, or Sep in item 12) - 37. If Mar - How many years since this person was (last) marmed? 38. If female and ever married (Mar,
Have this parson been married more than onca? If Wi - How many years since this person was widowed? WWd, D, or Sap in item 12) -
O¥es [ No D - How many years singe this person was divorced 7 Haw many children has she sver

If Sep - How many years since this person was separaled? borme, not counting stillbinths?

yoars, of[]  Less than 1 year children, or ] None

(It sample cnly)

© 2023 by Intellectual Reserve, Inc. Al rights reserved.
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ONLINE RESOURCES

Cemetery Websites

Billion Graves

City of Henderson Cemeteries (includes Fairmont, Fernwood, Mount Zion Missionary
Historic, and Spring Garden Historic Cemeteries)

Find A Grave

Henderson Obit Index (1952-present)

Interment.net [includes Roselawn Memorial, Saint Louis (up to 2016), Gibson Family
(Corydon, Kentucky), and Sandefur (Geneva, Kentucky) Cemeteries]

* | St. Louis Cemetery (up to 2020)

i Veteran Nationwide Gravesite Locator

Charts and Forms
8 Ancestry

Cyndi’s List

"} Family Search

Family Tree Magazine
Create a free account to access free resources.

National Archives



https://billiongraves.com/
https://www.hendersonky.gov/204/Cemetery
https://www.findagrave.com/
https://o.hcpl.org/obituaries/
https://www.interment.net/us/ky/henderson.htm
https://holynameparish.net/saint-louis-cemetery
https://gravelocator.cem.va.gov/ngl/#iframe-content
https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/Free-Charts-and-Forms?language=en_US
https://www.cyndislist.com/charts/general/
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Genealogy_Research_Forms
https://familytreemagazine.com/
https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy/charts-forms

1 National Genealogical Society
Create a free account to access free resources.
Pedigree and Family Group Sheets can completed on the computer and
saved digitally.

Kentucky Department of Library and Archives Research Guides

County (Local) Records

County Records Inventory

Kentucky Birth and Death Records

Kentucky Census Records

Kentucky Divorce Records

A Kentucky Marriage Records

Kentucky Probate Records

Research Websites

FamilySearch Research Wiki

— )| History of County Formations in Kentucky

Map of US
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